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& 


ONLINE CATALOGUE LXXV 


FEBRUARY 
ISSUE 


WHO WE ARE 


The Tribal Art Society features an online 
catalogue every month listing quality works of 
Asian art that have been thoroughly vetted by our 
select members, who are the in-house experts. 


By bringing together a group of trusted dealers 
specializing in Tribal art, our platform offers a 
unique collection of works of art that collectors 
will not find anywhere else online. To ensure 
the highest standards, gallery membership is by 
invitation only and determined by a selection 
committee. 


® /TribalArtSociety 


Cover Image: detail of a Baule 
mask. Presented by David 
Serra on p. 24 
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FEBRUARY 
ARTWORKS 


Pieces are published and changed each month. 
The objects are presented with a full description 
and corresponding dealer's contact information. 
Unlike auction sites or other platforms, we empower 
collectors to interact directly with the member 
dealers for enquiries and purchases by clicking on 
the e-mail adress. 


In order to guarantee the quality of pieces 
available in the catalogues, objects are systematically 
validated by all our select mebers, who are the in- 
house experts. Collectors are therefore encouraged 
to decide and buy with complete confidence. In 
addition to this, the Tribal Art Society proposes a 
seven-day full money back return policy should the 
buyer not feel totally satisfied with a purchase. 


Feel free to ask the price if the artwork is listed with 
a price on request. 
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TUTSI INSIKA 


Screen 

Tutsi 

Rwanda 

Early to mid-20th century 
Cane, reed fibers, and natural 
black dye 

16" (w) x 28" (0 x 1.75" (d) 
Price : 2.500 USD 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Joe Loux 

T.: +1 505 695 6626 

E.: joe@joeloux.com 

W. : www.joeloux.com 


Woven insika screens were originally used as wall 
decoration or room dividers in the homes of wealthy 
Tutsi. Woven basketry was the most widespread 
form of artistic expression in Rwanda and Burundi. 
This is an early and technically refined example. 
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ABORIGINAL SHIELD 


Parrying shield karbinna 

Karajarri people 

Lagrange Bay (Kimberley), Western 
Australia 

19th century 

Carved wood 

Height: 79 cm 

Provenance: 

Ex collection Frederic Rond, Paris 
TAS Exclusive price: 6.500 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Julien Flak 

M: +33 6 84 52 81 36 

E: contact@galerieflak.com 
W: www.galerieflak.com 
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As stated in the publication "Boucliers"/"Shields" by 
the Musée Barbier-Mueller in Geneva (pp. 99-100), 
the Karajarri, who occupy the area along the Eighty- 
Mile Beach between the De Grey River and Broome 
call these shields karrbinna and carved them out of 
a type of eucalyptus. D. S. Davidson, then Associate 
Professor of Anthropology at the University of 
Washington, noted in 1949 that the Karajarri 
were responsible for most, if not all, examples of 
traditional shields incised with well-proportioned 
interlocking key patterns. 


These shields functioned as defensive arms to 
intercept boomerangs and to parry blows from 
clubs during close combat. The Karajarri later 
valued them as trade items which they exchanged 
with other peoples throughout the coastal areas 
from La Grange northward to Dampierland and 
King Sound. 


The Karajarri engraved the back of their shields 
with precise patterns. Not having a larger design 
in mind, they treated the space as important in 
itself and often incised surfaces not covered by 
the interlocking pattern using alternate series of 
diagonal hatchings ... They carved the face of their 
shields with fine grooves but also, in more recent 
examples, simply adzed them to a smooth finish. 


The motifs on the surface of the shield were totemic 
symbols related to the "songlines". 
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ASHANTI AKWABA 


Akwaba 

Ashanti 

Ghana 

Wood and glass beads 
Height : 24 cm 
Provenance : 

Bruce Frank, NY 
Price : 2.200 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Joaquin Pecci 

T.: + 32 477 43 94 12 

E.: joaquin.pecci@skynet.be 
W. : www.joaquinpecci.net 
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BAULE BRACELET 


Bracelet 

Baule 

Ivory Coast 

20th century 

Bronze with a nice patina of use 
16 X 11,5 cm 

Price : 350 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Laurent Dodier 

M.: +33 6 08 22 68 15 

E.: laurentdodier@wanadoo.fr 
w. : www.laurentdodier.com 
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BAULE MASK 


Kpan mask 

Baule 

Ivory Coast 

Wood 

Height: 43 cm 

First half 20th century. 
Provenance : 

Private Collection, Italy 
Price : 12.000 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
David Serra 

T.: +34 (0) 667525597 

E.: galeria@davidserra.es 
W. : www.davidserra.es 
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DAN PASSEPORT MASK 


Passeport mask 

Dan 

Ivory Coast 

Wood and patina of use 
Price : 950 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Laurent Dodier 

M.: +33 6 08 22 68 15 

E.: laurentdodier@wanadoo.fr 
w. : www.laurentdodier.com 
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FANG BRACELET 


Bracelet 

Fang 

Gabon. Pays Fang. 

20th century 

Bronze with a nice patina 
17 x 14 cm. 

Price : 380 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Laurent Dodier 

M.: +33 6 08 22 68 15 

E.: laurentdodier@wanadoo.fr 
w. : www.laurentdodier.com 
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FANTI COMB 


Female comb 

Fanti 

Ghana 

Wood and beads 
Height : 27cm 
Provenance : 

Private collection, NYC 
Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Mark Eglinton 

M.: +1 646-675-7150 

E.: markeglinton@icloud.com 
IG: @markeglintontribalart 
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FON FIGURES 


Two dignitaries smoking the pipe 
represented seated on two stools 
Fon 

Dahomey / Benin 

Bronze and wood 

Height : 22 cm. 

Price : 2 000 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Laurent Dodier 

M.: +33 6 08 22 68 15 

E.: laurentdodier@wanadoo.fr 
w.:www.laurentdodier.com 
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ofa bird, with beaded panel, a semiotic reference to 
the ancestors. 


1 ወ. Aheadhunter’s comb carved from horn in the shape 


HEADHUNTER'S COMB 


Beaded Headhunter's Comb 
Timor, Indonesia 

19th early 20th century 
Horn, beads, fiber 

Height: 3 in / 8 cm 
Price:1.800 USD 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Thomas Murray 

M.: + 1 6 

E.: thomas@tmurrayarts.com 
W. : www.tmurrayarts.com 
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IGBO BRACELET 


Bracelet 

Igbo 

Nigeria 

Bronze 

Length: 39 cm 

19th century 
Provenance: 

Private collection, Paris 
Price: 1.800 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Olivier Larroque 

T.: +33 (0)6 80 08 00 93 

E.: o.larroque1@gmail.com 
W.: www.olivierlarroque.com 
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IGBO FIGURE 


Ikenga figure 

Igbo 

Nigeria 

Wood, sacrificial patina 
Height: 24,5 cm 

Late 19th — Early 20th century 
Provenance: 

Galerie Pierre Robin, Paris 
Private collection, Paris 
Price: 2.000 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Olivier Larroque 

T.: +33 (0)6 80 08 00 93 

E.: o.larroquei@gmail.com 
W.: www.olivierlarroque.com 
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KAMBA FIGURE 


Male power figure 

Kamba 

Kenya 

19th century 

Wood, metal, fiber and beads 
Height : 22cm 

Provenance : 

James Stephenson, NYC 
Private English collection 
Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Mark Eglinton 

M.: +1 646-675-7150 

E.: markeglinton@icloud.com 
IG: @markeglintontribalart 
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KISSI HEAD 


Head 

Kissi 

Sierra Leone 

Stone 

Height : 10 cm 
Length : 13 cm 
Provenance : 

Franco Monti, Milano 
Price : 2.700 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 


Joaquin Pecci 
T.: +32 477 43 94 12 


E.: joaquin.pecci@skynet.be 
VV. : www.joaquinpecci.net 
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KURUMBA STOOL 


Stool 

Kurumba 

Burkina Faso 

Wood 

Late 19th - Early 20th century 
Provenance: 

Estevenon collection, France 
Colonial collection, France 
Price: 1.200 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Olivier Larroque 

T.: +33 (0)6 80 08 00 93 

E.: o.larroque1@gmail.com 
W.: www.olivierlarroque.com 
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NEOLITHIC STONE 
AXES 


A group of 7 carved stones 
Possibly stone axes 

Sahara 

Neolithic 

Height: 7 cm to 11,5 cm 

TAS Exclusive price: 950 euros for 
the group 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Julien Flak 

M: +33 6 84 52 81 36 

E: contact@galerieflak.com 
W: www.galerieflak.com 
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NEPAL MASK 


Mask 

Nepal, western provinces 
Wood, resin and hair 

Height: 24 cm 

Early 20th century or before. 
Provenance: 

J.-P. Lacoste collection, France 
Price: 6.000 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
David Serra 

T.: +34 (0) 667525597 

E.: galeria@davidserra.es 
VV. : www.davidserra.es 
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Many of these axes were collected in the early 

Ï 8 part of the 19th century. The head is formed from 
two seperate knapped stones (probably dolerite) 
attached with a large ball of Xanthorrhoea resin 

NYOONGAR AXE This example has a very well patinated shaft and 
traces of red ochre on the head. 

An axe Kodj 

Nyoongar people 

Western desert, Australia 

Mid to early 19th century 

Resin, stone and wood 

Length : 28cm long 

The head is 11cm across. 

Price : 1.200 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Adam Prout 

T.: + 44 7725 689 801 

E.: adam@adamprout.com 
W. : www.adamprout.com 
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` MUSEUM NATIONAL D'HISTOIRE NATURELLE DE PARIS ۱ 
MUSÉE D'ETHNOGRAPHIE 


> “ሠ 


PEAUX-ROUGES 


D'HIER ET D'AUJOURD'HUI _ 


+ Cy 
EXPOSITION DE LA MISSION PAUL ርዕ. k © 4 
(LES SCOUTS DE FRANCE ) 


DU 15 MAI AU 15 JUIN 1951 
AU PALAIS DU TROCADÉRO 
MUSÉE D'ETHNOGRAPHIE 

OUVERT TOUS a JOURS DE 13 A 18 Heures 

A 17 HEURES 
AUDITION DE MUSIQUE INDIENNE | 
DEMONSTRATION D'ALLUMAGE DE FEU PAR FRICTION 


# 


ENTRÉE 2 FRANCS £... so DIMANCHE: : ENTRÉE GRATUITE — 
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PAUL COZE 
ORIGINAL POSTER 


Original poster for the 1931 Paris 
Musée d'Ethnographie 

Mission Paul Coze Exhibition 
Peaux Rouges d'Hier et Aujourd'hui 
1931, Trocadéro Museum, Paris 
Poster design: Raymond Gid 
Ink on paper 

Dimensions of the poster 
(excluding frame): 

58,5 cm by 38,5 cm 

Dimensions of the frame: 

74 cm by 54 cm 

TAS Exclusive price: 1.500 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Julien Flak 

M: +33 6 84 52 81 36 

E: contact@galerieflak.com 
W: www.galerieflak.com 
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PENDE WHISTLE 


Miniature hunt whistle 
Pende/Tshokwe 

Kwilu-Kwango Basin 

D.R. of the Congo 

Height: 3,5 cm 

Early 20th century or before 
Provenance: 

B. Kegel-Konietzko collection, 
Germany. (Acquired before 1952) 
Price: 2.000 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
David Serra 

T.: +34 (0) 667525597 

E.: galeria@davidserra.es 
W. : www.davidserra.es 
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PYU/TIRCUL NECKLACE 


Necklace 

Pyu/Tircul Culture, Burma 
11th to 13th century 

22 karat gold 

35g in weight 

22 inches (56 cm) in length 
Price : 5.800 USD 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Joe Loux 

T.: +1 505 695 6626 

E.: joe@joeloux.com 

W. : www.joeloux.com 
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ANIMAL FIGURE 


Shamanic amulet / ornament 
Stylized animal figure 

Thule culture - Ancient Eskimo 
Alaska 

18th century or earlier 

Carved walrus tooth 

Length: 4,4 cm 

TAS Exclusive price: 950 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Julien Flak 

M: +33 6 84 52 8136 

E: contact@galerieflak.com 
W: www.galerieflak.com 


According to Fitzhugh & Kaplan (Inua: Spirit World 
ofthe Bering Sea Eskimo, 1982 : 156), these shamanic 
figurines were carved for several purposes: to stand 
in for people absent from the village during festivals, 
to avert infertility, or else to focus the attention of 
animal inua (spirit) during the Doll Festival, which 
was held to bless hunting and fishing expeditions in 
the coming year. 
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SENUFO HEDDLE 
PULLEY 


Heddle pulley 

Senufo 

Ivory Coast 

Early 20th century 

Wood, plexi base (repair to the back 
of the coif) 

Height: 15 cm 

Provenance : 

Michael and Renata Lancaster, UK ; 
British private collection 

Price: 1.200 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Laurent Granier 

M.: +33 (0)6 42791313 

E: granierancient@gmail.com 
W. : www.granierancient.com 
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SEPIK HEADREST 


Headrest 

North Coast to Murik Lakes, Lower 
Sepik, PNG, Melanesia. 

Wood with red ocher and a fine 
patina of wear and age. 

13 X 11 cm 

19th century 

Provenance: 

Ex private collection, Germany 
Ex coll. Laurent Granier, France 
Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Anthony J.P. Meyer 

T.: +33 (0) 6 80 10 80 22 

E.: ajpmeyer@gmail.com 
W. : www.meyeroceanic.art 
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Headrest supported by three caryatid human figures 
and a separate human head. 


This is a very unusual configuration and possibly 
represents the arms as wings relating further to the 
pointed faces of the ancestors and the symbiotic 
relationship between man and the clan emblems 
here represented by the flying-fox. The singular 
head is carved attached both to the upper and lower 
section of the object serving as a further support. 
Several other headrests by the same hand (or 
workshop) are recorded in various public institution 
collections in Amsterdam, Berlin, Tervueren, and 
Brooklyn. 
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SEPIK SCULPTURE 


Ancestor sculpture 

Porapora and Keram river system, 
Lower Sepik River, PNG, Melanesia 
Wood, cane and traces of pigment 
with a very weathered and aged 
patina. There is old cotton and various 
refuse in the cavity behind the mask. 
Height: 88,5 cm 

19th - 20th century 

Provenance: 

Ex Rosalind & Philip Goldman, Gallery 
43, London 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Anthony J.P. Meyer 

T.: +33 (0) 6 80 10 80 22 

E.: ajpmeyer@gmail.com 
W. : www.meyeroceanic.art 


This type of transformational anthro-zoomorphic 
representation of a human ancestor and a crocodile 
has an added mask over a hollowed head and can only 
be related to the Maro skull-figures of the Porapora 
and Keram rivers systems in the Lower region of the 
Sepik River. These amazing skull-support figures, 
or Maro representing the great ancestors, have a 
vertical hollowed bowl at the head to which is bound 
the front (or facial part) of the person's skull. This 
"face" is later over-modeled with clay and often 
painted. 


This enigmatic, masked figure seems to be unique; 
no other examples are recorded and while obviously 
old and well used its exact function cannot be 
ascertained with precision. 
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SOLOMON ISLANDS 
SASH 


A large and finely woven loom sash 
in very good condition 

Santa cruz, Solomon Islands 

Circa 1900 

Length : 3m 

Width : 24 cm 

Provenance : 

Ex U.K. collection 

Price : 1.500 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Adam Prout 

T.: + 44 7725 689 801 

E.: adam@adamprout.com 
W. : www.adamprout.com 
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SWORD SHEATH 
ELEMENT 


Sword Sheath Element 
Paiwan people 

Taiwan 

19th - Early 20th Century 
Wood, pigment 

2 x 2.15 in / 5 x 5.5 cm 
Price: 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Thomas Murray 
M.: + 1 6 


E.: thomas@tmurrayarts.com 


W.: www.tmurrayarts.com 
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Depicted here is an iconic Austronesian ancestor 
motif. An exceptionally well drawn Paiwan-style 
head, with a broad nose and connected eyebrows. 
Also of note is the effective use of negative space. 
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TEKE FETISH 


Matompa fetish 
Teke 

D.R. of the Congo 
Wood 

Height: 29,5 cm 


Late 19th century - Early 20th century. 


Provenance : 

Marcel Marnat collection, Paris 
Alain de Monbrison, Paris 
Price: 4.500 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
David Serra 

T.: +34 (0) 667525597 

E.: galeria@davidserra.es 
VV. : www.davidserra.es 
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VANUATU BOWL 


Ceremonial food bowl 

Santo Island, Vanuatu, Melanesia. 
Hard wood with its original patina of 
age and use. 

85,5 X 29,5 X 7 cm. 

19th century or earlier and carved with 
non-metal tools 

Provenance: 

Reportedly from the collection formed 
by the Rossi family around the turn of 
the 19th to 20th century in Vanuatu. 
Recorded as sold to Paul Gardissat 
circa 1960's and said to be from 

the Gardissart collection, Vanuatu 
(information supplied by Jean Louis 
Roiseux); 

Acquired by Galerie Meyer Oceanic Art 
from Koos Knol, Holland; 

Sold to David Rosenthal, San 
Francisco. 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Anthony J.P. Meyer 

T.: +33 (0) 6 80 10 80 22 

E.: ajpmeyer@gmail.com 
W. : www.meyeroceanic.art 


FEBRUARY 2023 - 113 


A dish of this quality and size would be the prize 
possession of a Big Man - a man of high grade in 
the structure of the secret societies on Santo Island 
- and used for the consumption of laplap or nalot, 
vegetarian puddings. 


The shallow bowl represents a highly stylized human 
figure yet at the same time a pig. The finial with its 
two curved arms represents a stylized pig jaw with 
the large, curved tusks standing outward. Curved 
tusks, most going full circle, were a major form of 
currency in Vanuatu and are of great value. The 
cobblestone effect on the tip of the finial is related 
to several architectural elements - notably the tops 
of the main house posts - which are part of the great 
nakamal (ceremonial meeting or cult house) near 
Talamacco on Santo. 


114 - TRIBAL ART SOCIETY 


YAKA FACE MASK 


Anthropomorphic face mask Ndeemba 
Yaka 

Kwango, D.R. of the Congo 

Wood, pigments, cloth, plant fibers and 
raffia 

Height : 24 inches 

6 inches wooden mask part 
Provenance : 

Barry Kitnick and Lill Alexander 
collection, Santa Barbara, California 
(1970) 

Joshua Dimonstein, LA 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Mark Eglinton 

M.: +1 646-675-7150 

E.: markeglinton@icloud.com 
IG: @markeglintontribalart 
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